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"Oscar's much more carefully and elegantly
worked out story was of a young man who
invented a theatre stall which economized space
by ingenious contrivances which were all de-
scribed. A friend of his invited twenty million-
aires to meet him at dinner so that he might
interest them in the invention. The young
man convinced them completely by his demon-
stration of the saving in a theatre holding, in
ordinary seats, six hundred people, leaving them
eager and ready to make his fortune. Un-
fortunately he went on to calculate the annual
saving in all the theatres of the world; then in all
the churches of the world; then in all the legis-
latures; estimating finally the incidental and
moral and religious effects of the invention until
at the end of an hour he had estimated a profit
of several thousand millions: the climax of
course being that the millionaires folded their
tents and silently stole away, leaving the ruined
inventor a marked man for life.

"Wilde and I got on extraordinarily well on
this occasion. I had not to talk myself, but to
listen to a man telling me stories better than I
could have told them. We did not refer to
Art, about which, excluding literature from the
definition, he knew only what could be picked
up by reading about it. He was in a tweed suit
and low hat like myself, and had been detected